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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 10276 

E.O.l 1652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MU, IR 

SUBJ: FIGHTING IN DHOFAR 

REFS: (A) STATE 247479 (DTG 172122ZOCT75); (B) MUSCAT 1170 

(DTG 181204ZOCT75); (C) TEHRAN USINFO 150915ZOCT75 NOTAL); 

(D) TEHRAN 9961 (DTG 121221ZOCT75 NOTAL) 

1. IRANIAN PRESS OCTOBER 20 HEADLINED STORY ON MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE IN DHOFAR, REPORTING IRANIAN CAPTURE OF KEY REBEL 
SUPPLY LINE IN COMBINED GROUND, NAVAL AND AIR OPERATION. 
POSITION SEIZED REPORTED 9 KILOMETERS WEST OF RAKHYUT 
COMMANDING APPROACHES BETWEEN THAT PORT AND FARFAT AND 
SHARSHITI CAVES HELD BY REBELS. BY CUTTING APPROACHES 
BETWEEN PORT AND CAVES, IRANIAN AND OMANI FORCES HAVE 
NOW VIRTUALLY SURROUNDED REBELS, PRESS STATED. INFANTRY, 
COVERED BY INTENSE ARTILLERY FIRE, ENGAGED IN MOPPING UP 
OPERATIONS. THREE IRANIANS REPORTED KILLED AND THREE 
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PLEASURE AT THE SUCCESSFUL OFFENSIVE AND SAID IT SPELLED 
BEGINNING OF THE END FOR COMMUNIST BACKED INSURGENCY 
IN DHOFAR," KAYHAN COMMENTED. 

2. ACCORDING TO IRANIAN MILITARY SOURCES, AT LEAST EIGHT, 
POSSIBLY TEN, F-4 AIRCRAFT PARTICIPATED IN COMBAT AIR 
PATROL (CAP) FOR DESTROYERS AND VOSPERS WHICH WERE PRO- 
VIDING NAVAL GUN SUPPORT IN OFFENSIVE. AIRCRAFT WERE 
REFUELED BY TANKERS FOUR TIMES AS THEY FLEW CAP FOR 5-1/2 
HOURS. TWO, POSSIBLY FOUR, KC-707 TANKERS HAVE BEEN FLOWN 
DURING OPERATIONS. THOSE AIRCRAFT AND F-4S STAGED OUT OF 
BANDAR ABBAS FOR OPERATION. BARB AND POSSIBLY PALANG 
(DDS) AND ONE OR MORE VOSPERS WERE USED IN SHORE 
BOMBARDMENT. HELICOPTERS WERE EMPLOYED FOR TARGETING. 
REPORTED 1 150 ROUNDS OF FIVE INCH AMMUNITION WERE 
FIRED. ALTHOUGH PRESS HAS CARRIED NO FURTHER STORIES ON 
OFFENSIVE, HEIGHTENED ACTIVITY OF IRANIAN MILITARY SCS STAFF 
IN TEHRAN SUGGESTS THAT GROUND FIGHTING IS CONTINUING. 
AIRCRAFT, WE UNDERSTAND, HAVE RETURNED TO SHAHROKHI AIR 
BASE. 

3. THERE HAS BEEN NO MENTION BY EITHER IRANIAN PRESS 

OR IRANIAN MILITARY SOURCES OF ANY FIGHTING BEYOND OMANI 
BORDER IN PDRY. 

4. IT APPARENT THAT IRANIAN PRESS STORIES ON DHOFAR 
FIGHTING DURING PAST WEEK (REFS C AND D) WERE DESIGNED 
TO PREPARE THE PUBLIC FOR CURRENT OFFENSIVE. 
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